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KarelL a p e k
(1890-1938)

Franz Kafka
(1883-1924)

JaroslavH a ¢ ,
(1883-1923)




KarelL a p e k

proponent of Czechoslovak
Independence

denounced his era as a
Ndamned cent ur )
the arms race, bolsheviks, and
fasci smo

Nl think that | am slowly
becoming an anarchist ... in
the sense of being against
collectivity. 0

died 2 months before German
occupation of Prague

too late to kill him, the Nazis - A
killed his brother instead




KarelL a p e k

N Wh e r weioleace is used against civilized
humanity, you will find intellectuals by the
dozens collaborating and further brandishing
their ideological reasons for doing so. This is
not about a crisis of or helplessness on the
part of the intelligentsia, rather it is about a
silent T or else extremely activei complicity
In the moral and political shambles of Europe
t oday . yéueveaknamvn anything too
horrible, too murderous or too nonsensical for
an intellectual not to want to seize on it for the
purpose of regenerating the world? o







R.U.R.T Ro s s uumwessal Robots

L a p el®Z0 play

that introduced the
word Nrobot
world literature 1

and gave us the first
story of robots
rebelling against

R.U.R.

their creators

insreduchinn i Y ANKUMA







R.U.R.T Ro s s uumwessal Robots

e WorkersO anxi et
over being replaced
by machinery

eCapitalil st sq
over proletarian
revolution

e L a p eadwid anxiety
over mechanisation
and dehumanisation




R.U.R.T Ro s s uumwessal Robots

NThveor ker sd6 quest
us back ... The worker must become
a machine, so that he can simply
rotate like a wheel. Every thought is
iInsubordination! ...A wor ker
IS not a machine, therefore it must
be removed. ... | have sterilized the
worker, purified him; | have
destroyed in him all feelings of
altruism and camaraderie, all
familial, poetic, and transcendental
feelings. . . . O

(1 villainfrom A T h e S ylLsatpeeméamner to
R.U.R.)
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R.U.R. =K.u.K.?

N Iwls criminal of

old Europe to teach
the Robots to fight!

¢ Coul dnot
have left us out of
their politics? It was

a crime to make
soldiers out of living
work mac hi nes

I R.U.R.




The Factory of the Absolute

IN THE DAYS
OF THE COMET

~ -‘..:;" . .‘
B ,,)s”\-

H.G.WELLS

INTRODUCTION BY BEN BOYA

1906

THE POISON BELT

BEING AN ACCOUNT OF
ANDTHER AMATZING ADVENTURE
OF PROFESSON CHALLENGER

SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

INTRODUCTION BY KATYA REIMANN

KAREL CAPEK

THE ABSOLUTE
AT LARGE

INTRODUCTION BY
STEPHEN BAXTER

1913

1922



The Factory of the Absolute

Parodies We | sl ©onan D o y | newels, in which
passing through the tail of a comet causesEar t h
population to convert to socialism (Comet) or at least

to becomemore serious and humane (Poison Belt).

In L ap e khdaved, atomic power releases, as a
byproduct, massive quantities of the Absolute 7 the
divine essenceat the heart of all being. Machines
become miraculously productive, while humans are
filled with religious and altruistic fervor.



The Factory of the Absolute

NOnce it had thrown itself into production, [the
Absolute] did not trouble about distribution ... While
In one place there spread this sparkling ocean of tacks,
In another only a few kilometres farther off there was
not atack to be had. ...

Where were you then, you business men of days gone
by, who used to buy the necessities of life so cheap in
one place and sell them so dear in another? Alas, you
had vanished, for heavenly grace had descendedupon
you. You had grown ashamed of your gains; you had
shut up your shops.... And in the meantime the supply
of tacks ran out. ... Only somewhere, far away, they
were piled up asby an inexhaustible avalanche.o




The Factory of the Absolute

N T hAbsolute had likewise
taken possession of the
Government mints and
printing establishments, and
every day it flung out upon the
world hundreds of millions of
banknotes, coins, and
securities. Utter devaluation
was the result: before long a
packet of five thousand mark
notes meant nothing more

t han so much




The Factory of the Absolute

nJust imagine the consequences if [the farmer] had
been seized, like the townsfolk, with the mania for
giving everything away .... Within a fortnight famine
would have stalked through the cities .... Thanks to our
sturdy farmer, this was not to be. ... The farmer gave
nothing away.

And it Is a testimony to the amazing soundness of the
core of our countryfolk that without saying a word to
each other, without any organization, led only by the
redeeming inward voice, they raised their prices
everywhere and for everythlng By thus putting up the
price of everything, the farmer saved it from
destruction. O



The Factory of the Absolute

But the Absolute also inspires violent
conflict, as each faction becomes filled with
religious and ideological enthusiasm, and so
setsout to massacre all other factions, in a
massivewar that devastates the planet

nNn198, 000, 000 men took part
but thirteen of them fell. [But] in a few decades we

shall succeed in arranging an even greater war, for

IN this respect also the human race Is progressing
ever upward and on. o



The Factory of the Absolute

| 1 N Ev e r lyagthedest of feelings
. towards mankind in general, but
not towards the individual man.

~ Weobll kill men. bu
' mankind. 0
CompareAynRa n d : n Why

the people who worry most about
mankind have the least concern for
any actual human




War with the Newts




War with the Newts

 Intelligent newts are discovered and enslaved; they rebel
e parodies Communism, Nazism, and colonialism

N A mo thegcivil facilities and advantages actually granted

to the Newtseé e vsalanyanderé h 8 gossess an

official residence permit; he had to pay capitationt a x €
docked from his food ... likewise he hadtopay é pub]l
dues, charges for the construction of the woodenfence [that
penned the newts in], school fees and other public imposts.
We simply have to admit quite frankly that in all these

respects the Newts were treated like other citizensi which

Is equal rights of a sort. 0



The Gardener o

ANo |I donod6t want t o si nglLabdurebutpr
of the Holiday of Private Property instead .... you are not doing
this work because work is beautiful [but] so that a campanula

will flower .... You should not celebrate this work of yours, but

the campanulaée fwhich you are doing it. [If] you stand at a
loom or a lathe, you would not do the job because it is work, but
because you would get for it bacon andp e a s  étherefare d
today you should celebrate baconandp e a s  all tleatnydu

buy for your work .... The roadmenders should not only celebrate
their work, but the roads which they have made .... It is called the
Holiday of Labour and not the Holiday of Achievement; and yet
men should be prouder of what they have done than because they
have merely worked. 0



nNThe FiI ve L o.

Bakeros compl aint, S
Bast iReOst i Gamdlemékerso h
nlf 1t gets to be st r d

feed five thousand people with five loaves
and two fishes, then bakers would be put
out to pastureo; thu
Aunfair competitiono
local bakers of an honest, hard-earned
profit. €& Chuml fyCruci f
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NTHEanper or DIl oc

n | dgacked my brains to figure out how the

Christian doctrine could be implemented
politically, and | €old 1t |
you organize an army in accordance with Christian
beliefs? Could you collect taxes in accordance with
Christian beliefs? Could there be slaves in a

Christian society? ... ltwoul dnot Dbe po.
govern for a year, not even for a month, on

Christian principles. ... Christianity would

undermine the sovereign power of the state. 0



hnCats | n Spr

Reminiscent of Ayn Rand yet again:

A H u mhaemgs have to learn everything for
themselves, even motherhood and life itself. But
If man were governed by instinct he would not be
able to do or make anything new, not even to
Imagine or create anything which had not yet
existed before. That which is creative in man is
not instinctive; instinct is conservative,
unvarying, impersonal, and eternally recurring,
laid down from the beginning for the whole race.
If in the world of men there is any real personal
Initiative, any real research and discovery, any
real progress, it is the work of intellect. 0




The Noetic Trilogy

N O wkknowledge of people is generally
restricted to allotting them a definite

place in our life systems.

... If what we

apprehend is always encompassed by
our I, how can we apprehend this
plurality ...? Thereason we can
apprehend and understand plurality Is
that we ourselves are such a plurality!
Similia similibus [ 6 Li ke by

| 1 keoO] : w e

appr ehe

through that which we are ourselves
.... we are of the same stuff as that

plurality ofthe wor | d.
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The Noetic Trilogy

HAYEK: Al n di scussing what we r
conscious actions, we invariably interpret their action on

the analogy of our own mind: that is, that we group their
actions, and the objects of their actions, into classes or
categories which we know solely from the knowledge of our
own mind. O

MISES: A How ¢ an tnhien dh uéwddtbeareality

of the external world? ... Both, a priori thinking and
reasoning on the one hand and human action on the other,
are manifestations of the human mind. ... Reason and

action are congeneric and homogeneous, two aspects of the
same phenomenon. In this sense we may apply to
praxeology the dictum of Empedocles,g n T $ou [somoiou

t Thiomofj Gknowl edge of I|d4]lk.eo0 by




Krakatoite

The hero, an atomic scientist, is
tempted by the Deuvil:

n D ypou want to make the world
happy by forcing upon it eternal
peace, God, a new order,

revolution, or something of the

sort? Why not? Simply begin; it
doesndot matter wlt
I In the end, you will do only what
the reality you?o\
youtodo . O




L a p enkPolitical Language

ARecognised [ I s a] ma g istate av othedcanéeclar® tham i
d o e srecaghisethe Chinese government, at which point there is no

Chinese government, China doesnot
permissible to kill the Chinese without scruple. & @bmerngnents
and states are allowed to use thispower-wor d € . [ litfintoy o u ]

your head t hexdgnisgetbeuboaddiofddimectors of the
Gvnobank, and so could enter its nearest branch, shoot the cashiers
and empty thetills, [ you6d b edsabcaonnddietithe eéd | n

Il nternational field Il tds not real
MWe sing in our political carol s, ¢
agricultural workersoé, or OWe the
OWe t hesemgarettyari at 6, or O6We the 1iInn

commi tteedo ... our car ol woul d | os



